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IMPORTANT DATES
N o v .  4 :  N o  S c h o o l  ( P r o f e s s i o n a l

D e v e l o p m e n t  D a y )

N o v .  5 :  E l e c t i o n  D a y

N o v .  5 :  P a r e n t  C o - O p  M e e t i n g  6  p . m .

W W  l i b r a r y

N o v .  5 :  B O E  W o r k  S e s s i o n  M e e t i n g

( W W )

N o v .  6 :  P a r e n t / T e a c h e r  C o n f e r e n c e s

( N o  s c h o o l  W W  &  M M S . )  W H S  h a s

s c h o o l

N o v .  1 1 :  V e t e r a n ’ s  D a y  B r e a k f a s t  a t

M c C o r m i c k  

N o v .  1 2 :  K - K i d s  M e e t i n g  3  p . m .  W W

c a f e t e r i a

N o v .  1 3 :  W H S  F a l l  S p o r t s  B a n q u e t

6 : 3 0  p . m .  @  L i n d l e y  

N o v .  1 8  -  2 2 :  R e d  R i b b o n  S p i r i t  W e e k

N o v .  1 9 :  B O E  B u s i n e s s  M e e t i n g  ( W H S )

N o v .  2 7  -  2 9  T h a n k s g i v i n g  B r e a k

D e c .  2 :  S c h o o l  r e s u m e s

D e c .  6 :  C o o k i e s  w i t h  S a n t a  5  p . m .  W W

D e c .  9  -  1 3  S a n t a  S h o p  W W

 A TIME TO BE THANKFUL
D e a r  W e l l i n g t o n  F a m i l i e s ,

I n  m y  s h o r t  t i m e  a s  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  a t  W e l l i n g t o n ,  I  a m  b e y o n d

i m p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  s t r o n g  s e n s e  o f  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  p r i d e  w i t h i n  a n d

a r o u n d  t h e  s c h o o l s .  P e o p l e  a r e  p r o u d  t o  b e  D u k e s  a n d  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o

i n v e s t  t h e i r  t i m e ,  e n e r g y ,  p a s s i o n s ,  t a l e n t s ,  a n d  m o n e y  i n t o  t h e i r

d i s t r i c t .  W h i l e  t h e r e  a r e  c o u n t l e s s  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  y o u t h  g r o u p s  t h a t

s u p p o r t  o u r  s t u d e n t s ,  f a m i l i e s ,  a n d  s t a f f ,  t w o  i m p r e s s i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s

t h a t  I  h a v e  b e e n  t h r i l l e d  t o  w o r k  w i t h  a r e  o u r  K i w a n i s  C l u b  o f

W e l l i n g t o n  a n d  t h e  W e l l i n g t o n  S c h o o l s  E n d o w m e n t .  

T h i s  y e a r ,  t h e  K i w a n i s  C l u b  o f  W e l l i n g t o n  c e l e b r a t e d  t h e i r  1 0 0 t h  y e a r  a s

a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  T h e i r  c a t c h  p h r a s e ,  “ K i d s  N e e d  K i w a n i s , ”  p e r f e c t l y  s u m s

u p  t h e i r  m i s s i o n  a n d  p u r p o s e .  O u r  l o c a l  c l u b  s u p p o r t s  k i d - f o c u s e d

s e r v i c e  a n d  l e a d e r s h i p  g r o u p s  a t  a l l  t h r e e  b u i l d i n g s .  T h e  K - K i d s  a t

W e s t w o o d  E l e m e n t a r y  e n c o u r a g e s  o u r  y o u n g  s t u d e n t s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n

s e r v i c e  p r o j e c t s ,  l e a r n  l e a d e r s h i p  s k i l l s ,  a n d  f i n d  w a y s  t o  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t

a l l  o f  t h e i r  c l a s s m a t e s  f e e l  a c c e p t e d  a n d  i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  o u r  s c h o o l

c o m m u n i t y .  E a c h  y e a r ,  t h e  K - K i d s  h o s t  a  P e t e r s o n  N u t  s a l e  t o  g e n e r a t e

f u n d s  t o  s u p p o r t  s c h o l a r s h i p s  f o r  o u r  g r a d u a t i n g  s e n i o r s .  

A t  M c C o r m i c k  M i d d l e  S c h o o l ,  t h e  B u i l d e r s  C l u b  m e e t s  t w i c e  a  m o n t h  t o

o r g a n i z e  e v e n t s ,  d e v e l o p  l e a d e r s h i p  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  a n d  f i n d  w a y s  t o

m a k e  a  p o s i t i v e  i m p a c t  i n  t h e i r  s c h o o l .  T h e  B u i l d e r s  C l u b  s l o g a n  i s  “ B e

t h e  D i f f e r e n c e ”  a n d  r e m i n d s  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a k e  c h a n g e

h a p p e n ,  y o u  m u s t  m a k e  i t .                                       C o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  2 .
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W H S  S t u d e n t  C o u n c i l

a t t e n d s  t h e i r  f i r s t

E f f e c t i v e  L e a d e r s h i p

A c a d e m y  M e e t i n g
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LETTER FROM DR. PELTZ, SUPERINTENDENT GO DUKES!

O u r  W e l l i n g t o n  H i g h  S c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  c a n  c o n t i n u e

t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  K i w a n i s  a n d  j o i n  K e y  C l u b .

K e y  C l u b  g i v e s  o u r  y o u n g  a d u l t s  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  j o i n

f o r c e s  w i t h  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  t o

v o l u n t e e r  f o r  l a r g e r  p r o j e c t s  s u c h  a s  h e l p i n g  f e e d

t h o s e  i n  n e e d .  K e y  C l u b  e n c o u r a g e s  o u r  t e e n a g e r s

t o  e x p a n d  t h e i r  l e a d e r s h i p  s k i l l s  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e

s c h o o l  t h r o u g h  c o m m u n i t y  e v e n t s  a n d  b r i n g s  t h e i r

c i v i c - m i n d e d n e s s  t o  a  l a r g e r  a u d i e n c e .  
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B e y o n d  e n g a g i n g  o u r  k i d s  i n  l e a d e r s h i p  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  K i w a n i s  C l u b  o f

W e l l i n g t o n  e n s u r e s  t h a t  a l l  c h i l d r e n  w h o  n e e d  a  b i k e  h e l m e t  h a s  o n e  a n d

p a r t n e r s  w i t h  t h e  W e l l i n g t o n  S c h o o l s  E n d o w m e n t  t o  h e l p  f a m i l i e s  w i t h

k i n d e r g a r t e n e r s  s t a r t  a  c o l l e g e  f u n d  f o r  o u r  y o u n g e s t  D u k e s .

F o r  o v e r  f o r t y  y e a r s ,  t h e  W e l l i n g t o n  S c h o o l s  E n d o w m e n t  h a s  b e e n  e n r i c h i n g

o u r  s t u d e n t s ’  l i v e s  b y  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  f u n d s  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  c o u n t l e s s  g r a n t s

a n d  s c h o l a r s h i p s .  T h e  E n d o w m e n t  s u p p o r t s  s t u d e n t s  t h r o u g h  t h r e e  s p e c i f i c

p r o g r a m s :  t e a c h e r  g r a n t s ,  s c h o l a r s h i p s  a n d  s a v i n g  f o r  c o l l e g e .  

E a c h  y e a r ,  W e l l i n g t o n  t e a c h e r s  a n d  s t a f f  a p p l y  f o r  g r a n t s .  T h e s e  g r a n t s  h a v e

s u p p o r t e d  f i e l d  t r i p s ,  c l a s s r o o m  r e s o u r c e s ,  f i n e  a n d  p e r f o r m i n g  a r t s

e x p e r i e n c e s ,  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  s u p p l e m e n t a l  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  m o r e .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,

t h e  E n d o w m e n t  m a n a g e s  t h i r t y - o n e  d i f f e r e n t  s c h o l a r s h i p s  f o r  o u r  g r a d u a t e s ,

t o t a l i n g  o v e r  $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  E n d o w m e n t  p a r t n e r s

w i t h  o u r  f a m i l i e s  t o  p r o v i d e  u p  t o  a  2 5 %  m a t c h  f o r  d o l l a r s  i n v e s t e d  i n  t h e i r

c h i l d ’ s  c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n  5 2 9  f u n d .  

W e  a r e  t h e  o n l y  p r o g r a m  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  O h i o  t o  o f f e r  t h i s  g e n e r o u s  m a t c h .

T h e  E n d o w m e n t  b o a r d  m e e t s  m o n t h l y  w i t h  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t e a c h e r s ,  a n d

s t u d e n t s  t o  f i n d  w a y s  t o  s u p p o r t  o u r  s c h o o l s .  

 

W e l l i n g t o n  i s  a  s t r o n g e r  d i s t r i c t  a n d  o u r  s t u d e n t s  a r e  m o r e  s u c c e s s f u l

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  e f f o r t s .

A s  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  i t  i s  c o m f o r t i n g  t o  k n o w  t h a t  I  h a v e  a  s t r o n g  t e a m  o f

i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  t o  m a k e  o u r  s c h o o l s ,  s t u d e n t s

a n d  s t a f f  t h e  b e s t  t h e y  c a n  b e .  I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  o u r  c o n t i n u e d  p a r t n e r s h i p

a n d  c a n n o t  w a i t  t o  b u i l d  u p o n  t h e  c o m b i n e d  1 4 0  y e a r s  o f  w o r k  t h a t  h a s  b e e n

s t a r t e d .  

I  a m  t h a n k f u l  f o r  K i w a n i s ,  T h e  E n d o w m e n t  a n d  a l l  o f  o u r  a m a z i n g  s t a f f  a n d

s t u d e n t s  a s  w e  t u r n  t h e  c a l e n d a r  i n t o  N o v e m b e r .   I  w i s h  y o u  a n d  y o u r  f a m i l i e s

a  H a p p y  T h a n k s g i v i n g  a n d  t h e  g i f t  o f  t i m e  t o g e t h e r .  

S i n c e r e l y ,

D r .  P e l t z  

M r .  R o n s k y  b e c o m e s  t h e  f i r s t  M c C o r m i c k  s t a f f

D u k e  P . R . I . D . E .  C H A M P I O N !  

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s !



M c C o r m i c k  F F A  L e t t u c e  H a r v e s t
W e  a r e  t h r i l l e d  t o  c o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h  C T E  ( c a r e e r  t e c h n i c a l  e d u c a t i o n )  t e a c h e r

M i s s  S c h m i t z ’ s  s i x t h  g r a d e  c l a s s !

T h e y  a r e  g r o w i n g  l e t t u c e ,  b a s i l ,  a n d  s o o n  c u c u m b e r s  i n  t h e i r  F l e x  F a r m s

h y d r o p o n i c  v e r t i c a l  t o w e r s .  W e  p l a n  t o  u t i l i z e  t h i s  s t u d e n t - g r o w n  p r o d u c e  i n

o u r  k i t c h e n s  a s  p a r t  o f  o u r  f a r m  t o  s c h o o l  i n i t i a t i v e .   T h i s  p r o j e c t  w a s  m a d e

p o s s i b l e  t h r o u g h  a  g e n e r o u s  g r a n t  f r o m  T h e  W e l l i n g t o n  S c h o o l s  E n d o w m e n t

F u n d .  T h a n k  y o u !

T h e  F l e x  F a r m  i s  t h e  m o s t  e f f i c i e n t ,  s c a l a b l e ,  a n d  t r a n s f o r m a t i v e  i n d o o r ,

v e r t i c a l  h y d r o p o n i c  t e c h n o l o g y  o n  t h e  p l a n e t .  B y  c a r e f u l l y  c o n t r o l l i n g

e v e r y t h i n g  p l a n t s  n e e d  t o  t h r i v e ,  e a c h  F l e x  F a r m  c a n  g r o w  m o r e  t h a n  3 9 4

p o u n d s  o f  p r o d u c e  a n n u a l l y .  T h e y ' r e  p o r t a b l e  a n d  o n l y  r e q u i r e  a  s t a n d a r d

e l e c t r i c a l  o u t l e t  a n d  l e s s  t h a n  1 0  s q u a r e  f e e t  o f  s p a c e .  

A MESSAGE FROM MRS. HELTON
NUTRITION PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Andrea Helton, 
MS, RDN LD

Director of Nutrition
Services
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T h e  F l e x  F a r m  I n c l u d e s :

2 8 8  p l a n t  s p a c e s

F u l l y  s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  w a t e r  s y s t e m

E n e r g y - e f f i c i e n t  L E D  l i g h t  t o w e r

S u b m e r s i b l e  P u m p

G r o w e r  T o o l k i t

S t u d e n t s

s e r v e  t h e

l e t t u c e  a s  a

t a s t e  t e s t

d u r i n g  l u n c h .

R e s p o n s e s :  

“ I t  t a s t e s  l i k e
O l i v e  G a r d e n ! ”  
“ I t ’ s  g r e a t ! ”  

F l e x  F a r m  R e p s  g i v e  s i x t h  g r a d e r s  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n



What is Acadience and how does it help students?

Acadience is a suite of assessments used to measure early literacy and math skills, often
administered in kindergarten through sixth grade. Known initially as DIBELS (Dynamic
Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills), Acadience assessments help teachers gauge
students’ development in foundational skills critical for academic success.

Here’s why Acadience is essential:
1. Early Identification of Learning Needs
Acadience assessments provide quick, frequent snapshots of a student's abilities in
phonemic awareness, reading fluency and comprehension. This helps educators 
identify students needing additional support or intervention early on.

2. Progress Monitoring
Acadience tools are designed for ongoing assessment, which allows teachers to track each
student’s progress over time. This helps teachers evaluate whether interventions are
effective and adjust their approach if needed.

3. Data-Driven Instruction
The assessments give teachers concrete data, allowing them to tailor instruction to each
student's needs. By focusing on specific skills, teachers can better address areas of
weakness and promote more substantial, individualized learning outcomes.

4. Accountability and Goal-Setting
Acadience's data can help schools meet accountability standards, set measurable goals,
and show student growth over time. It also allows parents to understand their child’s
progress in a standardized format.

5. Preventing Future Learning Gaps
Acadience helps prevent future gaps in students' learning by addressing literacy and math
skills early on. Early skill-building in these core areas lays the foundation for academic
success throughout schooling.

NOV 2024 I   VOL 5 ISSUE 2

Page 4

DR. KUBASAK’S CURRICULUM
CORNER



Jonah Stump named
Commended Student 

in the 2025 National Merit
Scholarship Program.

 

Wellington High School Senior Jonah Stump has been named a
Commended Student in the 2025 National Merit Scholarship
Program, recognizing his exceptional academic promise among
approximately 34,000 students nationwide. 

He will receive a Letter of Commendation during the school's
annual Academic Awards ceremony in the spring. Commended
students scored in the top 50,000 out of over 1.5 million
participants in the PSAT/NMSQT. 

WHS Principal Urban shares that “This is an exceptional honor for
any student and we are proud of Jonah and applaud his academic
excellence. We are excited to see what his next chapter after high
school brings.
Congratulations, Jonah!” 
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HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

Click here to read the full WHS 
newsletter from Principal Urban

https://www.wellingtonvillageschools.org/cms/lib/OH50000168/Centricity/Domain/30/WHS%20Daily%20Announcements%2010%2025%2024.pdf
https://www.wellingtonvillageschools.org/cms/lib/OH50000168/Centricity/Domain/30/WHS%20Daily%20Announcements%2010%2025%2024.pdf
https://www.wellingtonvillageschools.org/cms/lib/OH50000168/Centricity/Domain/30/WHS%20Daily%20Announcements%2010%2025%2024.pdf
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Click here to read the McCormick specials buzz on our website!

https://www.wellingtonvillageschools.org/cms/lib/OH50000168/Centricity/Domain/30/Specials%20Buzz%201st%20quarter%20recap%202024%201.pdf
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PERFORMING ARTS NEWS
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The WHS Drama Club and Community 
theater 's production of 

" I t 's a Wonderful  Life :  A l ive radio play" 
wi l l  be on December 5-7 at 7 :00 p.m. 

in the Lindley Center .  

Tickets are $11  and $6 each. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.

WHS Drama Club Visited Playhouse Square 
to enjoy the show “Into The Woods.”
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NOV 2024 I   VOL 5 ISSUE 2

Page 12



Learning around our district 

NOV 2024 I   VOL 5 ISSUE 2

Page 13



Learning around our district 

NOV 2024 I   VOL 5 ISSUE 2

Page 14



Senior Night
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FFA news

FFA traveled to Indianapolis for National FFA Convention

Sophomore Katie Stannard was one of 49
individuals in the National Creed Speaking
competition!  She earned a bronze rating 

at the national level! Congratulations! 

Way to go! 



Homecoming “When in rome”
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The cross country team sent Senior 
Joe Fox and Junior Lauren Vannatter 

to the regional meet in October.   Joe Fox
moves onto compete at state for his fifth state

appearance: 2 in track and 3 in XC. Congrats!

The Lady Dukes Volleyball team earned 15 total
wins on the season. That is the most wins for the

volleyball program in one season since 2003.
Way to go!  Their record was 15 - 8. 

WHS golfer Noah Clark won the LC8 post season
tournament shooting an 82.  

The team f inished second overal l .

Outstanding work!
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Boys Soccer won the most games since 2009 
with 13 total  wins! Their record was 13-3-2.

Sophomore Reece Leiby set a 
school record with 31 assists in a season.

Congratulat ions to
Junior Trey Moore

for being nominated
for the MaxPreps
Ohio High School

Athlete of the Week
Award! 

Trey f inished second 
in the state!

Well ington's gir ls
golf  was just one

of three teams
fielded by the LC8

this year.  
They showed

constant
improvement and
wil l  look forward
to bringing al l  of

their letterwinners
back to the team

next season. 

Nov. 13: WHS Fall Sports Banquet 6:30 p.m. @ Lindley 


