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IMPORTANT DATES
F e b .  7 :  M c C o r m i c k  M o v i e  N i g h t

“ D e s p i c a b l e  M e  4 ”  7  p . m .  @  L i n d l e y

F e b .  1 4  -  N o  S c h o o l  ( P r o f .  D e v e l o p m e n t

D a y  &  V a l e n t i n e ’ s  D a y

F e b .  1 7  -  N o  S c h o o l  ( P r e s i d e n t ’ s  D a y )

F e b .  1 8  -  B O E  B u s i n e s s  M e e t i n g  ( W H S )

F e b .  2 1  -  K i w a n i s  P a n c a k e  D a y  ( E a g l e s )

F e b .  2 2  -  L o r a i n  C o u n t y  S o l o  a n d

E n s e m b l e  C h o i r  P e r f o r m a n c e s

F e b .  2 7  -  9 : 0 0  a . m .  S p e l l i n g  B e e  g r a d e s  

3  &  4  ( L i n d l e y )  

F e b .  2 7 :  1 0 : 3 0  a . m .  S p e l l i n g  B e e  g r a d e s

5  &  6  ( L i n d l e y )

M a r c h  3 :  M o b i l e  D e n t i s t  @  W e s t w o o d

M a r c h  4 :  M u s i c  i n  o u r  s c h o o l s  m o n t h

b a n d  c o n c e r t  g r a d e s  6  -  1 2  @  7 : 0 0  p . m .

M a r c h  6 :  M i d w i n t e r  C h o i r  C o n c e r t

g r a d e s  6  -  1 2  @  7 : 0 0  p . m .  @  L i n d l e y

M a r c h  2 0  -  2 2 :  H e a t h e r s  t h e  M u s i c a l :

H i g h  S c h o o l  E d i t i o n  

OUR DISTRICT VISION
D e a r  W e l l i n g t o n  F a m i l i e s ,

W e  a l l  h a v e  h o p e s  a n d  d r e a m s  f o r  o u r  c h i l d r e n .  W e  w a n t  t h e m

t o  f e e l  l o v e d ,  b e  f i l l e d  w i t h  j o y ,  a n d  f i n d  s u c c e s s  a l o n g  t h e  w a y .

B y  t h e  t i m e  t h e y  l e a v e  c h i l d h o o d ,  w e  w a n t  t h e m  t o  k n o w  t h a t

t h e y  h a v e  s t r o n g  r o o t s  t o  w e a t h e r  a n y  s t o r m  a n d  w i n g s  t o  t a k e

t h e m  t o  b e c o m e  t h e  y o u n g  a d u l t s  t h e y  h a v e  e n v i s i o n e d  f o r

t h e m s e l v e s .  W e l l i n g t o n  E x e m p t e d  V i l l a g e  S c h o o l s  ( W E V S )

w a n t  t o  p a r t n e r  w i t h  o u r  f a m i l i e s  t o  m a k e  t h i s  a  r e a l i t y .  

O u r  s t a f f  h a v e  c o m e  t o g e t h e r  t o  r e f o r m  o u r  d i s t r i c t  v i s i o n

s t a t e m e n t  t o  r e f l e c t  t h i s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  h e l p i n g  o u r  c h i l d r e n

r e a c h  t h e  f u t u r e s  t h e y  w a n t  a n d  h a v e  t h e  s k i l l s  t h e y  n e e d  t o

f a c e  l i f e ’ s  c h a l l e n g e s .  

S c h o o l s  o f t e n  w r i t e  m i s s i o n  o r  v i s i o n  s t a t e m e n t s  f o c u s i n g  o n

m e a s u r a b l e  o u t c o m e s  s u c h  a s  t e s t  s c o r e s  a n d  a c h i e v e m e n t .  W e

d e c i d e d  t o  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  i d e o l o g i e s  o f  a d a p t a b i l i t y ,  p o s i t i v e

s e l f - w o r t h ,  p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  e n g a g e m e n t ,  r e s i l i e n c y ,  a n d  b e i n g

e m p a t h e t i c  m e m b e r s  o f  s o c i e t y .  

O u r  n e w  v i s i o n  c e n t e r s  o n  h e l p i n g  o u r  s t u d e n t s  d i s c o v e r  t h e i r

s t r e n g t h s  a n d  f i n d  p a t h w a y s  t o  a l i g n  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  w i t h  t h e i r

a p t i t u d e s .                                          C o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  2
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G r a d u a t i o n  i s  n o t  o u r  g o a l ;  i n s t e a d ,  i t  i s  t o  e n s u r e  o u r  s t u d e n t s

l e a v e  W E V S  p r e p a r e d  t o  b e  h a p p y  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l  o n  t h e i r  c h o s e n

p a t h .  

O v e r  t h e  n e x t  f e w  y e a r s ,  w e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  p a r t n e r  w i t h  t h e

L o r a i n  C o u n t y  J V S  a n d  t h e  L o r a i n  C o u n t y  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e  t o

p r o v i d e  s p e c i a l i z e d  p r o g r a m s  a n d  d u a l  c r e d i t  c o u r s e s  t o  o u r

s t u d e n t s ,  b u t  w e  w i l l  a l s o  w o r k  t o  g e t  m o r e  o f  t h o s e  c l a s s e s  w i t h i n

o u r  b u i l d i n g s .  

W e  h a v e  a l i g n e d  o u r  b e l l  s c h e d u l e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  a n d

m i d d l e  s c h o o l  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  w i d e r  f l e x i b i l i t y  o f  o u r  c o u r s e

o f f e r i n g s  s o  t h a t  w e  c a n  a l l o w  a  b r o a d e r  r a n g e  o f  s t u d e n t s  t o  t a k e

c l a s s e s  a t  t h e i r  r i g o r  l e v e l  a n d  p r o v i d e  t h e  s u p p o r t  t h e y  n e e d .

I n s t e a d  o f  f o c u s i n g  o n  s k i l l s  t h a t  o u r  s t u d e n t s  s t r u g g l e  w i t h ,  w e  w i l l

h e l p  t h e m  i d e n t i f y  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h s  a n d  g i v e  t h e m  c h a n c e s  t o  b u i l d

o n  t h e m .  I  d o  n o t  e x p e c t  a l l  k i d s  t o  l e a v e  W H S  k n o w i n g  p r e c i s e l y

w h a t  t h e y  w a n t  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  b u t  I  d o  e x p e c t  t h a t  a l l

s t u d e n t s  w i l l  g r a d u a t e  w i t h  t h e  s k i l l s  t h e y  n e e d  a n d  t h e  c o n f i d e n c e

t o  t a k e  t h e  n e x t  s t e p s .  W e  a r e  o u r  s t u d e n t s ’  t e a c h e r s ,  a d v o c a t e s ,

a n d  l i f e  c o a c h e s ,  a n d  t h e  p r o c e s s  b e g i n s  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e y  e n t e r  o u r

b u i l d i n g s  a n d  c o n t i n u e s  a f t e r  t h e y  l e a v e  u s .  

O n c e  a  D u k e ,  A l w a y s  a  D u k e .  P l e a s e  k n o w  t h a t  i f  w e  a l l  i n v e s t  i n

t h i s  v i s i o n  a n d  e m b r a c e  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  w e  w i l l  m a k e  o u r  v i s i o n  a

r e a l i t y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

D r .  P e l t z  
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GO DUKES!

W E V S  u n d e r s t a n d s  t h a t  w e  m u s t  c h a n g e

h o w  w e  s e r v e  o u r  s t u d e n t s  s o  t h a t  w e  c a n

h e l p  o p e n  d o o r s  a n d  i n t r o d u c e

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  m a k e  t h i s  a  r e a l i t y .

A t  o u r  r e c e n t  s i x t h  t h r o u g h  e l e v e n t h  G r a d e s

C u r r i c u l u m  a n d  V i s i o n  N i g h t ,  w e  s h a r e d  o u r

n e w  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  r e d e s i g n i n g  t e a c h i n g

a n d  l e a r n i n g  t o  a d a p t  t o  a  c h a n g i n g

e d u c a t i o n a l  l a n d s c a p e .  
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K-5 Open Court Reading

Phonics-Based Approach: It emphasizes phonics, which is one of the most effective methods
for teaching reading. This allows children to learn the relationship between letters and
sounds, making it easier for them to decode words.

1.

Structured and Sequential: The program provides a clear, step-by-step structure that builds
on previously learned skills. It’s designed to ensure that children progress in a way that makes
sense and doesn’t overwhelm them.

2.

Comprehensive: Open Court covers all aspects of reading, including phonics, fluency,
comprehension, vocabulary, and spelling. This holistic approach helps students become well-
rounded readers.

3.

Engaging Materials: The program often incorporates fun, age-appropriate stories and visuals
to keep children engaged. It mixes both traditional literature and more contemporary texts,
keeping things interesting for young learners.

4.

Research-Backed: Open Court Reading is grounded in research on how children learn to read.
Many educators and researchers advocate for its evidence-based methods.

5.
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DR. KUBASAK’S CURRICULUM
CORNER

Fall in Love with Reading:
Why do we LOVE our reading

curriculum? 

6-12 HMH Into Literature

Rich and Diverse Texts: The program includes a wide variety of texts—classic literature,
modern works, nonfiction, poetry, and more. This diversity helps students explore different
perspectives, cultures, and genres, which enhances their critical thinking and cultural
awareness.

1.

Skill Development: It focuses on building essential reading, writing, speaking, and listening
skills in a scaffolded way. The program aligns with college and career readiness standards,
ensuring students are prepared for the next stage in their academic journey.

2.

Engaging Themes: Each unit is organized around a central theme or essential question (e.g.,
“What drives people to explore the unknown?”). This encourages deeper connections
between texts and gives students meaningful discussion and personal reflection
opportunities.

3.

Personalized Learning: The platform uses adaptive technology and tools that let teachers
tailor lessons to meet students' needs, whether they require more support or advanced
challenges.

4.

Writing and Grammar Support: HMH Into Literature includes extensive writing practice,
from argumentative essays to creative pieces, with built-in grammar and style lessons to
refine students' skills.

5.

Focus on Critical Thinking: The program emphasizes analyzing text structure, author’s
purpose, and rhetorical strategies, fostering a deeper understanding of complex materials.

6.

Collaborative Activities: Students are encouraged to engage in group projects, Socratic
seminars, and peer reviews, making the learning experience interactive and social.

7.
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I t  i s  h a r d  t o  b e l i e v e  w e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  m a d e  i t  h a l f w a y  t h r o u g h

t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r !  I t  i s  t h a t  t i m e  o f  y e a r  t o  b e g i n  w o r k i n g  o n

t h e  n e x t  5 - y e a r  f o r e c a s t  f o r  M a y  a s  w e  c o n t i n u e  t o  g e t  a

c l e a r e r  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  e x p e n d i t u r e s  a n d  r e v e n u e s .

L o r a i n  C o u n t y  w e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  r e a p p r a i s a l  t r i e n n i a l

u p d a t e  a l o n g  w i t h  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  N o r t h e a s t  O h i o  c o u n t i e s .

T h e  p r o p e r t y  r e a p p r a i s a l s  h a v e  i n f l u e n c e d  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s

a n d  p r o p e r t y  t a x e s  i n  W e l l i n g t o n  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r

c o m m u n i t i e s  a c r o s s  n o r t h e a s t  O h i o .

T h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  r e a p p r a i s a l  v a l u e s  a n d  t h e  2 0 - m i l l  f l o o r  h a v e

r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  r e c e i v i n g  s o m e  i n c r e a s e d  p r o p e r t y  t a x

r e v e n u e .  T h e  i n c r e a s e d  r e v e n u e  w i l l  h e l p  t h e  d i s t r i c t  r e d u c e

t h e  d e f i c i t  s p e n d i n g  a m o u n t  t h a t  w e  w e r e  p r o j e c t i n g  f o r  t h i s

f i s c a l  y e a r  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t  y e a r s .

T h e  L o r a i n  C o u n t y  A u d i t o r ’ s  O f f i c e  c r e a t e d  a n  e x c e l l e n t

p r e s e n t a t i o n  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t a x  a d j u s t m e n t s .

T h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  c a n  b e  f o u n d  b y  c l i c k i n g  t h e  l i n k  t o  t h e

r i g h t .    

Y o u  c a n  f i n d  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  y o u r  p r o p e r t y

t a x e s  a t  t h e  L o r a i n  C o u n t y  A u d i t o r  w e b s i t e  a t

h t t p s : / / l o r a i n c o u n t y a u d i t o r . g o v /

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  y o u  a r e  w e l c o m e  t o  c o n t a c t  m e  a t

p b a i l e y @ w e l l i n g t o n v i l l a g e s c h o o l s . o r g .

- P e t e  B a i l e y

TREASURER’S OFFICE UPDATE
A MESSAGE FROM MR. BAILEY

P e t e  B a i l e y ,  T r e a s u r e r

( 4 4 0 )  6 4 7 - 7 9 7 9

p b a i l e y @ w e l l i n g t o n v i l l a g e

s c h o o l s . o r g
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C l i c k  h e r e  t o  r e a d

o u r  m o n t h l y

F i n a n c i a l

S t a t e m e n t s !
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P r o p e r t y  T a x

A d j u s t m e n t

P r e s e n t a t i o n  

https://www.wellingtonvillageschools.org/Page/105
https://www.wellingtonvillageschools.org/Page/105
https://www.wellingtonvillageschools.org/Page/105
https://www.wellingtonvillageschools.org/Page/105
https://maps.lcauditor.com/pdf/WebsiteDocs/Settlement/2025/2025%20Taxes%20Press%20Conference.pdf
https://maps.lcauditor.com/pdf/WebsiteDocs/Settlement/2025/2025%20Taxes%20Press%20Conference.pdf
https://maps.lcauditor.com/pdf/WebsiteDocs/Settlement/2025/2025%20Taxes%20Press%20Conference.pdf
https://maps.lcauditor.com/pdf/WebsiteDocs/Settlement/2025/2025%20Taxes%20Press%20Conference.pdf
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NUTRITION PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Andrea Helton, 
MS, RDN LD

Director of Nutrition
Services

S u p p o r t  S c h o o l  M e a l s  a n d  H e l p  C o m b a t

C h i l d h o o d  F o o d  I n s e c u r i t y  i n  O h i o  
D i d  y o u  k n o w  t h a t  s c h o o l  m e a l s  p l a y  a  v i t a l  r o l e  i n  a d d r e s s i n g  c h i l d h o o d  f o o d

i n s e c u r i t y  a n d  g a p s  i n  n u t r i t i o n  a c r o s s  O h i o ?  B y  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g

s c h o o l  m e a l  p r o g r a m s ,  y o u  a r e  h e l p i n g  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  e v e r y  s t u d e n t  h a s  a c c e s s

t o  n u t r i t i o u s  f o o d ,  n o  m a t t e r  t h e i r  b a c k g r o u n d  o r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  

Y o u  c a n  a l s o  a p p l y  o n l i n e  b y  c r e a t i n g  a n  a c c o u n t  a t  w w w . p a y s c h o o l s c e n t r a l . c o m .  I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y

q u e s t i o n s  p l e a s e  r e a c h  o u t  t o  a h e l t o n @ w e l l i n g t o n v i l l a g e s c h o o l s . o r g

F r i e n d l y  R e m i n d e r :  H e l p  U s  K e e p  S c h o o l  M e a l s  G o i n g !
T o  c o n t i n u e  o f f e r i n g  m e a l s  t o  a l l  s t u d e n t s ,  w e  k i n d l y  a s k  t h a t  a n y  

o u t s t a n d i n g  m e a l  b a l a n c e s  b e  p a i d  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .

A s  a  r e m i n d e r ,  t h e  f u n d s  c o l l e c t e d  f o r  s c h o o l  m e a l s  d i r e c t l y  

s u p p o r t  o u r  p r o g r a m ' s  o p e r a t i o n ,  e n s u r i n g  w e  c a n  c o n t i n u e  t o  s e r v e  

h e a l t h y  a n d  d e l i c i o u s  m e a l s  t o  e v e r y  s t u d e n t !  I f  y o u  a r e  u n s u r e  o f  

y o u r  s t u d e n t ' s  m e a l  b a l a n c e ,  p l e a s e  r e a c h  o u t  t o  t h e  N u t r i t i o n  

S e r v i c e s  t e a m ,  o r  f o l l o w  t r a n s a c t i o n s  

o n l i n e  a t  w w w . p a y s c h o o l s c e n t r a l . c o m

L o c a l  P r o d u c e  H i g h l i g h t :  F r e s h ,  H e a l t h y ,  &  H o m e g r o w n !
T h i s  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  t h e  N u t r i t i o n  S e r v i c e s  D e p a r t m e n t  h a s  b e e n  p r o u d l y  e m p h a s i z i n g  l o c a l l y  g r o w n

p r o d u c e ,  w i t h  a  s p e c i a l  f o c u s  o n  h y d r o p o n i c  l e t t u c e !  O u r  s i d e  s a l a d s  a n d  e n t r é e  s a l a d s  f e a t u r e

f r e s h  l e t t u c e  s o u r c e d  f r o m  T y l e r ' s  F a r m  i n  O b e r l i n ,  O h i o ,  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  e n j o y  c r i s p ,

h i g h - q u a l i t y  g r e e n s  w h i l e  s u p p o r t i n g  l o c a l  a g r i c u l t u r e .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  o u r  M i d d l e  S c h o o l  F F A  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  h a r d  a t  w o r k  p l a n t i n g  s e e d s  i n  t h e i r  F l e x

F a r m  H y d r o p o n i c  G r o w  T o w e r s ,  w i t h  e x c i t i n g  h a r v e s t s  e x p e c t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  F e b r u a r y .  I t ' s  a

f a n t a s t i c  h a n d s - o n  l e s s o n  i n  f a r m - t o - t a b l e  p r a c t i c e s ,  a n d  w e ’ r e  t h r i l l e d  t o  s e e  o u r  s t u d e n t s

l e a r n i n g  w h e r e  t h e i r  f o o d  c o m e s  f r o m  w h i l e  h e l p i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  i t !

B y  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  l o c a l l y  s o u r c e d  i n g r e d i e n t s  i n t o  o u r  m e a l s ,  w e ’ r e  n o t  o n l y  n o u r i s h i n g  o u r

s t u d e n t s  b u t  a l s o  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e m  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  s u s t a i n a b l e  f a r m i n g .

W e  c a n ’ t  w a i t  t o  s e e  w h a t ’ s  n e x t  f o r  o u r  h y d r o p o n i c  h a r v e s t s !

F o o d  i n s e c u r i t y  a f f e c t s  o n e  i n  f i v e  c h i l d r e n  i n  O h i o ,  a n d  s c h o o l  m e a l  p r o g r a m s

a r e  a  l i f e l i n e  f o r  m a n y  f a m i l i e s .  I f  y o u  h a v e  n o t  y e t  s u b m i t t e d  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r

f r e e  a n d  r e d u c e d - p r i c e  m e a l s ,  b u t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  y o u  m a y  q u a l i f y ,  p l e a s e  r e a c h

o u t  t o  a n y  o f  o u r  t h r e e  m a i n  o f f i c e s ,  o r  t h e  b o a r d  o f  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  a  p a p e r  c o p y

o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

http://www.payschoolscentral.com/
mailto:ahelton@wellingtonvillageschools.org
http://www.payschoolscentral.com/
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Based on the
classic 1989 f i lm.
Westerberg High

is ruled by a
shoulder-padded,

scrunchie-
wearing junta:

Heather,  Heather
and Heather,  the

hottest and
cruelest gir ls in
al l  of Ohio.  But
misf i t  Veronica
Sawyer rejects

their evi l  regime
for a new

boyfr iend, the
dark and sexy
stranger J.D. ,

who plans to put
the Heathers in
their place - six

feet under.
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DUKES WINTER SPORTS
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Senior Johnnie Kinter signs to 
play baseball at Lake Erie College

Pictured left to right: Superintendent Andy Peltz, Athletic Director John Bowman, WHS Baseball Coach Dan Davison,
Johnnie Kinter, John Kinter, Football Coach Rob Howells and WHS Principal Shyla Urban.

Congratulations to senior Johnnie Kinter!  He signed his declaration of intent to play baseball at Lake
Erie College in Painesville, Ohio.  Kinter shared that he is “looking forward to the competitive level of
play at Lake Erie.  I am thankful for my dad who has coached me since I was four, and to Coach Davison.
I’m speechless.  They worked hard to get me to the right camps and showcases and in front of the right
coaches.  Baseball has always been my thing and I’m excited for the future.”  

Coach Davison commented that “Johnnie has always worked hard and been self motivated and always
put in the extra work.”  His parents, Stacey and John Kinter shared that “Johnnie has played all
positions throughout his career and has good speed and arm strength.  He’s mainly a pitcher and
middle infielder.”   Mr. Bowman stated “Johnnie worked extremely hard to earn the opportunity to play
Division 2 collegiate baseball.  He balanced extra workouts while playing three high school sports.  I’m
glad that his hard work paid off!”  

Johnnie will play this spring for WHS baseball.  We are proud of you Johnnie, congratulations!    
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Congratulations to
Brooke Lehmkuhl

scoring her 1,000th
career point against

New London! 

December 30, 2024

Way to go, Brooke! 
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Congrats!
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National Honor Society empowers,
champions and recognizes 

well-rounded students.  NHS
elevates a culture of scholarship,

service, leadership, and character.


